VETERANS DAY

American POW keeps
promise — 70 years later

Brandon Wade

World War II veteran and former POW Leroy Williamson, 93, shows his patriotism at his home in Denton.

Texan finally
gets to show
thanks to those
who freed him
from Nazis

By Cindy Horswell

Leroy Williamson had
waited until his early 90s,
when his hair was white
and his energy waning, to
open up about his war ex-
perience.

For many years, he'd
kept buried what hap-
penedin his 20s asa World
War II bomber pilot. His
goal had been to acclimate
to civilian life as quickly
as possible, so he attended
college on the GI Bill and
raised four children with
his bride, Maxine.

Courtesy of Leroy Willlamson

Williamson, center, was greeted in Moscow by
Russian World War II veterans, including Vladimir
Kuts, right, who is also a former POW.

But now his wife had
been gone over a decade
from complications af-
ter hip surgery, and his
youngest child was in his
50s. He knew time was

running out.

So at a family gathering
in Huntsville, he talked
about the war and then
surprised them with a
question.
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“What’s the chance that
Icould make a trip to Rus-
sia?”

He admitted that a few
years earlier he had tried
toarrange the journey, but
he had never gotten close
toevenapplying fora visa.

A relative agreed to
help set things in motion.
It would take two years,
navigating past countless
dead ends, to get it ar-

Texan continues on A9
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